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ERLC  asks 
for  repeal 
of  church 
taxation  law 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A 

diverse  coalition  led  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Re¬ 
ligious  liberty  C  ommission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville  is  urging 
members  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
to  repeal  a  section  of  a  federal 
law  that  could  force  churches 
to  file  tax  returns  for  the  first 
time  in  American  history. 

The  ERLC  and  32  other 
concerned  organizations 
sent  a  letter  Nov.  13  to  U.S. 
Senator  Orrin  Hatch  (R- 
Utah),  chairman  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Finance  Committee*  and 
U.S.  Senator  Ron  Wyden  (D- 
Or.),  the  committee’s  rank¬ 
ing  member,  as  well  as  to 
U.S.  Representatives  Kevin 
Brady  (k-Texas),  chairman 
of  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  Ways  and  Mom 
Committee,  and  Richard 
Neal  (D-Mass.),  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  ranking  member,  asking 
them  to  rescind  before  2019 
a  provision  in  the  Tax  Cuts 
and  Jobs  Act*  which  took  ef¬ 
fect  Jan.  1  of  this  year. 

Without  repeal,  the  cost  to 
the  charitable  sector  would 
be  a  congressionally  estimat¬ 
ed  $1.7  billion  over  10  years, 
the  religious  groups  and 
nonprofit  organizations  said 
in  the  letter. 


out  objection  to  serve  as 
president  of  the  Evangelical 
Theological  Society  (ETS)  at 
the  e&Yaarofct  group's  Ncv. 
13-15  annual  meeting  in  Den¬ 
ver.  “The  history  of  ETS  is  the 
history  orf  the  development  of 
the  evangelical  mcvemerrt  in 
America,*  Mohlsr  said.  "Even 
though  rt  «s  off  the  screen  of 
most  people  in  evangelical 
churches  because  of  its  aca¬ 
demic  nature,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  important  lodestars 
of  the  evangelical  rrlcvement 


GRIM  DOTY  -  First  responders  sift  through  what's  left  of  a  burned-down  home  in  Paradise.  Ca.. 
looking  for  human  remains.  The  Camp  Fire  nearly  leveled  the  city  of  27.000  residents,  and  many 
people  remain  unaccounted  for  (BP  screen  capture  courtesy  of  CNN) 

Baptists  suffer  Calif,  wildfires 

Pastors  search  for 
church  members  as 
infernos  continue 

PARADISE,  Ca.  (BP  and  local  rtports)  - 
Members  of  Paradise  Ridge  Church  in  Paradise, 

Ca.,  have  asked  their  pastor,  Bob  Sorensen,  if 
they  will  continue  to  have  a  church*  but  not  be¬ 
cause  their  building  is  gone.  They  ask  because  the 

Camp  Fire  destroyed  much  of  their  community. 

“We’ve  had  disasters  before,”  Sorensen  said, 

“and  we  thought  we  would  be  able  to  jpst  go  back 

SBC  annual  meeting  theme  announced 

BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  (BP)  ■■ ■  ■ 
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President  J.  D.  Greear  says  the  ■  I 
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I  Sorensen’s  home  was  destroyed 
Kfl&'  A  by  the  fire  and  he  worries  about 
I  church  members  from  whom  he 
hasn’t  beard. 

SORENSEN  "I  *01  have  people  from  the 
church  who  are  missing  that  I 
can’t  find,*  he  said.  *1  spend  hours  a  day  trying 
to  find  them.*  m  ^  , 

The  Camp  Fire  began  Nov.  8  and  quickly  lev¬ 
eled  Magalia*  home  to  about  12,000  residents 
90  miles  north  of  Sacramento,  and  adjacent  to 


the  theme  he  has  chosen  for  the 
2019  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  annual  meeting  June  11-12 
in  Birmingham,  Al. 

Greear  has  chosen  “Gospel 
Above  AD"  from  1  Cor.  15:3-4 
for  die  theme,  promising  that  he 
will  reflect  on  the  Gospel  “again 
and  again*  during  his  term. 

“It  is  the  Gospel  that  is  the 
source  of  our  renewal*  and  it  is 
the  Gospel  that  should  be  our 
defining  characteristic  as  a  peo¬ 
ple,”  Greear  said  in  his  first  pres¬ 
idential  address  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive 


VI  **  1  Gospel]  should  be  As  part  of  his  focus  on  the 
■I  *  J  what  people  think  Gospel,  Greear  will  also  launch 
K  A  about  and  talk  the  "Who’s  Your  One?*  per- 
about  when  they  sonal  evangelism  initiative 
think  and  talk  in  January  2019,  he  said.  He 
GREEAR  about  yg  -  will  challenge  churches  to  use 

Empowering  cultural  diversity,  their  own  style  and  personal  - 
engaging  the  next  generation  in  ity  in  encouraging  each  church 
cooperative  missions*  encourag  member  intentionally  to  share 
ing  churches  to  “take  the  next  the  Gospel  and  build  relation- 
step*  in  church  planting*  and  ship  with  one  person  over  the 
preventing  sex\ial  abuse  are  also  course  of  a  year. 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


us  for  intell 


over  onr 


Codfish  and  Catfish 


T  often  ask  God,  “Why  do  bad  things 
I  happen  to  good  people?'  It  seems 
JL  as  though  some  of  us  are  constantly 
doing  battle  with  life  itself  and  at  every 
turn  there  is  a  new  challenge.  Yet  there 
are  others  who  seem  to  live  in  the  lim 
of  luxury  without  a  care  in  the  world. 

We're  prone  to  ask,  “God,  why  can't 
life  be  as  easy  as  it  seems  for  aome  , 
people?  I  would  really  like  a  lot  more 
blessings  and  a  lot  less  blisterings."  I 

I  don’t  have  an  answer  to  all  of  the 
difficulties  and  problems  in  life,  but  I 
do  believe  I  have  some  insight  into  at 
least  some  of  mine. 

My  family  and  I  stayed  at  Michigan 
Baptists’  Bambi  Lake  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  near  Roscommon  for  a 
few  days,  giving  us  the  opportunity  to 
fish  in  its  beautiful  lake.  We  caught  sev¬ 
eral  kinds  of  fish  but  to  my  surprise,  no 
catfish.  That  is  what  jogged  my  memory 
about  catfish  and  the  insight  into- prob¬ 
lems  they  can  provide. 

Most  of  us  who  were  reared  in  the 
South  love  catfish  (they  are  very  tasty), 
but  after  reading  this  you  might  find  a 
completely  new  appreciation  for  them. 

Several  years  ago.  I  came  across 
some  fascinating  information  about 
catfish  that  illustrates  the  “why*  of 
many  of  the  difficulties  we  experience 
in  life.  In  the  northeastern  United 
States,  codfish  are  a  big  commercial 
business.  There  is  a  market  for  eastern 
cod  all  over  the  United  States,  especial¬ 
ly  in  sections  farthest  removed  from 
the  northeast  coastline. 

The  demand  for  codfish  posed  a 
problem  to  the  shippers.  At  first  they 
troae  the  cod  and  then  shipped  them 
elsewhere,  but  the  freeae  took  away 
much  of  the  flavor.  So  they  experiment¬ 
ed  with  shipping  them  alive  in  tanks  of 
seawater,  but  that  proved  even  worse. 
Not  only  was  it  more  expensive  to  ship 
in  this  manner,  the  cod  still  lost  their 
flavor  and  in  addition  became  soft  and 
mushy  en  route. 

Finally,  some  creative  person  solved 
the  problem  in  a  most  innovative  man¬ 
ner.  The  codfish  were  placed  in  the  tank 
of  water  along  with  their  natural  enemy 
—  the  catfish. 

From  the  time  the  cod  left  the  East 
Coast  until  they  arrived  at  their  west- 


Guest  opinion 

^  with  Tim  Patterson 


emmost  destination,  those  ornery 
catfish  chased  the  cod  all  over  the  tank. 
The  most  amazing  thing  happened 
When  the  cod  arrived  at  the  market, 
they  were  as  fresh  as  the  day  they  were 
first  caught.  There  was  no  loss  ot  flavor 
nor  was  the  texture  affected. 

If  anything,  it  was  better  than  before. 

Each  of  us  is  in  a  tank  of  our  own 
particular  and  inescapable  circum¬ 
stances.  Yes,  it  is  painful  and  sometimes 
almost  unbearable  to  be  in  this  tank 
we  call  life.  I  don’t  know  about  you  but 
from  my  perspective,  my  tank  is  full. 

1  have  come  to  realize  that  God 
doesn’t  see  it  that  way.  Because  He 
loves  us  and  wants  us  to  be  the  best  we 
can  be,  He  has  made  sure  that  there 
are  enough  God-appointed  “catfish” 
in  our  tanka  to  bring  sufficient  ten- 


shape  our  character  so  we  will  be  more 
like  Him. 

At  times  you  may  think  you  will  be 
eaten  alive  oy  the  predators  in  your 
tank  but  just  remember,  God  is  using  / 
those  creatures  in  your  midst  to  accom- 
plish  His  will  in  your  life.  Be  “tank-full* 
to  have  them  there. 

As  Romans  8:28  tells  us,  "And  we 
know  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  those  who  love  God,  to 
those  who  are  the  called  according  to 
His  purpose." 

Patterson  is  executive  director /trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  Michigan  in  Fenton.  This  article  first 
appeared  in  the  convention's  online 
Baptist  Beacon  (www.  baptistbeacon. 
net),  and  appears  here  courtesy  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  Edited  for  style. 


preparation  for  IMB  top  job 


Chitwood 


away  from  Jems*  words  in  Mark 

10:20  about  leaving  “house  or 
brothers  or  steers  or  mother  or 
father  or  children  or  fields  for 
me  and  the  sake  Of  the  Gospel"  I  'i 

Chitwood  said  that  passage  I  V  »  1  • 
came  to  his  mind  so  much  that  # 

“I  would  not  open  my  Bible 
[to  it]  because  I  didn  t  want  1 *  t  • 
to  see  that  again,"  Chitwood 
said  Nov.  15  following  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  IMB  president  at  the 
board’s  International  Learn¬ 
ing  Center  near  Richmond^  Va.  i 
He  knew  he  had  to  submit  to  ( 

God's  will,  however.  L , 

Chitwood  said  the  ways  God  F 
prepared  him  and  called  him  to 
the  IMB  led  naturally  to  his  vi-  gj 
sion  for  the  board’s  future.  One  g“S&. 

confirmation  of  God’s  direction,  . .  _ * 

Chitwood  said,  came  the  night 
before  his  nomination  was  an-  Paul  Chitwood 
nounced  Nov.  6. 

Despite  God’s  leading  to  con¬ 
tinue  talking  with  the  IMB’s 
presidential  search  committee, 
it  still  wasn’t  clear  a  move  to 
Richmond  would  be  powible. 

Chitwood  and  his  wife  Michelle 
are  in  the  process  of  adopting 
their  six-year-old  foster  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  officials  with  the  state 
of  Kentucky  had  said  she  would  tor 

not  be  allowed  to  move  to  Vlr-  *** 
ginia  as  long  as  she  remained  a 
ward  of  the  state. 

As  Chitwood  sat  in  his  car 
preparing  for  a  speaking  en¬ 
gagement  in  Bowling  Green, 

Ky.,  on  Nov.  5,  his  phone  rang. 

His  attorney  said  the  adoption 
would  be  finalized  Dec.  6  an<l 
the  Chitwoods  would  be  free 
to  move. 

"It  was  just  a  powerful  way 
the  Lord  confirmed  to  us  an 
the  details  were  taken  care  of,"  amoi 
he  said.  J  who 

At  the  same  time  God  was  1 — 
working  in  Chitwood’s  heart,  mg 

UC-Berkeley  senator  ostracized  over  transgender  stance 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  (BP)  -  A  defence.  Hundreds  have  pro-  su.’  ‘deepest  k»ve‘  for  LGBT  s« Jwjnam^between  one  '  ft 
Christian  student  ieader  is  fac-  lesterf  agflinsl  her. 
in*  backlash  and  censure  after  The  ®erkriey  Political  Re¬ 
abstaining  from  a  pro-trans-  view  announced  Nov.  4  that  the 
gender  vote  and  citing  a  bibli-  quarterly  mas^edteopped 
cal  standard  of  two  genders  in  Chow  from  its  editorial  board 
y.p.  fipfpnqp  on  Nov.  14. 

According  to  the  San  Fran-  The  20-year-old  busings 
cisco  Chronicle  in  the  newspa-  and  music  major  of  Carobo- 
per  s  Nov.  9  issue,  a  University  dian  and  Malaysian  descent 
bf  California  at  Berkeley  LGBt  was  homeschoofed  on  s  tom- 
(Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual.  Trans-  tly  ranch  in  Gilroy,  Ca.,  she  re- 

cal  party.  Student  IcSonJtos  against  the  LGBT  romnoumty 


ingwith 


L£khfir(’M  wood  continue  to  brontfcn  the 

^  IMB’s  media  strategy  through 

production  of  videos,  written 
news  stories,  and  releases  on 
other  media  platforms,  be  said 
There  are  “millions  upon 
jB^^flBjpj^^A  millions  of  Southern  Bapttes" 

who  currently  are  not  receiv 
[  1  ing  information  about  the  SBC 

L'l  through  Baptist  media  chan- 
Hfl^BSB  nels  like  Baptist  Press  and 

I  *  state  Baptist  papers,  Chitwood 
HIIKSii  fi U  said.  The  IMB  must  ‘find  ways 
iHN  I  through  the  media  to  gain  more 

BSBiMB^B  access  to  our  people"  to  inspire 

them  to  support  Southern  Bap- 
^D|HBm  tist 

The  importance  of  indud- 
ing  women  in  missionary  and 
appropriate  leadership  roles 
sionary  candidates  preparing  to  is  another  principle  Chitwood 
be  sent.  said  he  has  learned  through  h» 

Chitwood  said  ever  since  years  of  ministry.  At  the  IMB, 
that  announcement,  he  has  felt  he  will  draw  from  the  many 
a  passion  to  help  increase  the  “very  gifted  ladies"  in  South- 
number  of  Southern  Baptist  em  Baptist  life  for  IMB  service, 

missionaries.  ‘My  heart  was  Chitwood  said.  _ 

broken,  and  it’s  never  healed."  He  also  pledged  to  enforce 
A a  of  October  2018,  there  a  zero-tolerance  policy  when 
were  3,6*7  career  IMB  mission-  it  comes  to  any  uiappro£« 
aries,  according  to  data  from  conduct,  including  abuse  ant 
sbc.net.  .  __ .  u 

_ _  Another  element  of  Chrt- 

of  that  preparation  that  wood’s  preparation  to  lead  the 
v  -  1MB,  he  said,  was  his  experi¬ 

ence  as  a  pastor  for  18  years 
and  KBC  executive  director  for 

_  seven  years.  Four  pastorates  in 

no  crther  option  bid  to  Kentucky  helpedhnn  ^e'°Rt8 
begin  to  reduce  our  mission-  focus  on  the  local  church,  Chtt- 
aryheadcount.’  wood  said,  while  leading  Ken- 

That  reality  was  especially  tucky  Baptists  taught  him  about 
-  ■  ■  ~  human  resources  and  legal  is¬ 

sues  faced  by  Baptist  denomi- 
national  organizations. 

His  state  executive  experi¬ 
ence  also  taught  him  to  be  a  Co- 


He  also  appeared  to  be  working  tember,  Chitwood  became  the 
on  the  IMB  presidential  search  only  candidate  with  the  sup- 
committee,  chairman  and  for-  port  of  the  entire  committee 
mer  Mississippi  pastoi  Chuck  and  that’s  how  we  ended  up 
Pourciau  said.  where  we  did.  ' 

“The  search  was  not  a  straight  Final  confirmation  of  Gods 
line.  It  went  down  a  lot  of  roads  direction  was  the  foil  trustee 
and  had  to  stop  and  back  up,"  board  s  vote  tp  elect  him.  Chit- 
said  Pourciau,  currently  pas-  wood  said.  ~  ,  .. 

r  of  Broadmoor  Church  In  Long  before  the  electron 
import,  La.  He  added  that  hdweyer,  Godwas  prepanni 
dti pie  “fantastic  candidates"  him  for  the  IMB  presioency 
jit  involved  in  the  process.  Chitwood  described  an  ele 

Eventually,  the  15-member  ment  c - «--  -  ^  _  . 

search  committee  began  fasting  came  10  W 

praying  each  Tuesday.  One  served  as  IMB  trustee  chair 
Tuesdir^as  Pourciau  recalled  w%*w%  tft  “set  that,  ir 

it,  “God  moved  on  our  hearts 
as  a  committee  and  by  the  end 
of  that  Wednesday,  we  came 
together  as  one  and  said,  -We 
need  to  pursue  PauL” 

Pourciau  said  Chitwood  was  - ,  I  . 

candidates  fMB  had  approximate^  5.700 

_ _  interviewed  career  missionaries  on  the  field 

with  the  committee  but  follow-  at  the  time  with  a  goal  of  achiev- 
a  second  interview  in  Sep-  ing  8,000  and  about  2,000  mis- 


parameters  when  it  cornea  to 
spiritual  leadership,  he  mid, 
“there  are  so  many  roles  at  the 
IMB,  and  in  die  local  chmeh 
for  that  matter,  where  a  bibbcsl 
complementarian  view  places 
no  limits  whatsoever  on  ladies. 

Based  on  the  sum  of  his  ex¬ 
periences  in  ministry,  Chitwood 
said  he  has  told  God,  “Lord,  in 
Your  kindness,  I’m  really  not  up 
for  this  iob  but  You’vegiven  me 
a  lot  to  bring,  at  least." 


ties  that  I  do  not  agree  to  be 
right  or  best  for  an  individual, 
Chow  said,  “and  to  promote 


certain  organizations  that  up-  told  The  Chronicle 
hold  values  contrary  to  those  of  *1  go  to  class* 

mv  I  Christian]  community.  P»e  ^rt  looking 

•As  a  Christian,  1  personally  been  painted  in  s 
do  believe  that  certain  acts  and  trve  light.  Everytx 
lifestyles  conflict  with  what  is  about  it.  No  mattei 
good,  right  and  true,"  Chow  tried  to  say,  lam 
said  “1  believe  that  God  ere-  still  disagree  with 
ated  male  and  female  at  the  be-  still  interpret  my  c 
ginning  of  time,  and  designed  with  being  a  bigot 


c  uni-  and  other  minorities,  affirmed 
gfuatH  the  LGBT  community’s  God¬ 
in  her  given  vahie,  and  expreseed  Je- 


Tw  Baptist  Bbcqrd  Hcttmktr  22, 2018 


3 


s 


4 


f  |  ^bankspving L  season  may  have  just 
I  passed,  but  it  would  still  do  ail  of 
A  us  eood  to  just  stop  and  fill  in  the 
blanks  of  all  the  things  ror  which  we 
m  to  God.  I  know  there 

are  those  dry,  drab,  dreary  times  in  life 
when  vou  can  hardly  come  up  with  a 

good  thought  about  giving  thanks.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  those  mo- 
muente  when  it  seems  your  mind  is  filled 
with  thoughts  of  gratitude  and  appre- 
aadon,  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to 
God.  Your  heart  seems  to  be  overflow¬ 
ing  with  feelings  that  are  wonderful 
about  your  blessings  from  heaven,  so 
much  so  that  you  can  hardly  come  up 
with  words  to  describe  them. 

I  think  the  psalmist  was  in  that  sec¬ 
ond  mode  when  he  wrote  Psalm  103:1- 
0  my  soul:  and  all 
that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name. 

B  *  9  my  sod,  and  forget 

Pot  all  his  benefits/ Then  the  psalm - 

let  Drvoc  off  i r.  _ _ .  •  r  . 


Fill  in  the  Blanks 


in  his  life.  God  forgives  us.  God  heals 
redeems  us.  God  crowns  us 
with  lovingkindness  and  tender  mer- 
cfes.  God  satisfies  us.  The  psalmist 
was  overwhelmed  with  all  of  the  good 
tmnp  God  had  poured  out  in  his  life. 

Tn™agiving  is  a  great  time  not 
only  to  stoo  and  give  thanks,  but  to 
fill  m  the  blanks  too.  To  actually  jot 
down  the  wonder  of  the  things  God  has 
a*X)ut  m  your  life.  Tfiat  He  has 
just  filled  you  to  overflowing.  Maybe, 
even  today,  you  could  find  a  quiet  mo¬ 
ment  and  histfill  in  some  of  your  own 
blanks  and  think  about  the  things  and 
the  people  God  has  brought  into  your 
lift  (and  about  the  things  you’re  grate¬ 
ful  are  not  a  part  of  your  life)  andiust 
praise  God  for  HU  goodness. 

tf  Ivrereto  fill  in  some  of  the  blanks 
of  my  life,  I  would  begin  by  thank¬ 
ing  God  for  heritage.  I  am  so  blessed 
by  my  heritage  -  my  grandparents.  I 
knew  all  four  of  my  grandparents.  My 
sweet  grandmothers.  We  didn’t  live 
next  to  them  or  down  the  road  from 
them  hut  many  miles  from  them,  but 
?  *555  ******  “  though  they  were 
?  of  our  lives.  My  grandfstners  —  I 

have  memories  of  both  of  them.  Sweet 
and  gentle  memories,  good  memories, 
wot  mean,  bitter  memories,  but  thank¬ 


ful  for  the  heritage  that  was  passed 
aionato  me  by  my  grandparents. 

I  think  about  tne  heritage  of  my  own 
mom  and  dad.  Growing  up  in  a  family 

t  with  my  preacher  dad  and  my  preach- 

fr  s  *?.5Lmom> 1  would  learn  only  later 
how  difficult  it  U  to  serve  a  church 
and  at  the  same  time  care  for  a  femily 
especially  a  family  otfive  boys.  I  guess 
I  was  grown,  married,  and  been  out  on 
my  own  for  a  while  before  I  realized 
how  much  we  did  not  have.  In  feet,  I 
realize  that  sometimes 
we  didat  have  enough  of  anything  ex¬ 
cept  love.  A  love  that  brought  care  and 
security  to  a  bunch  of  boys  who  were 
growfeg  up  and  eating  their  parents  v- 
out  of  house  and  home. 

My  parents  never  complained.  They 
never  fussed  and  griped  about  having 
t°  take  care  of  us.  It  was  a  positive, 
hope-filled,  “God  cares  for  us  and 
we  care  for  each  other"  kind  of  home 
and  today  that  seems  to  be  more  and 
more  a  rarity.  One  of  our  ladies  here 
at  the  Baptist  Building  was  telling  me 
about  her  home  when  she  was  grow¬ 
ing  up.  They  didn’t  have  a  lot  of  the 
things  that  maybe  other  folks  had  and 
were  maybe,  by  some  estimations, 
poor.  Maybe  that’s  all  of  us,  but  she 
remembered  an  experience  of  being  at 
the  store  with  her  dad  and  there  in  the 
meat  case  she  saw  some  meat  that  she 
had  never  seen  before.  It  was  steaks 
Pwkaged  up.  She  asked  her  dad, 

What  is  that?*  Her  dad’s  response  was 


something  like,  “Well,  that's  the  kind 
of  meat  that  people  have  to  eat  when 
they  can  t  afford  to  have  it  ground  up." 
Wiat  a  beautiful  twist,  a  positive  twist, 
a  blessing  twist  on  life.  I  must  say  that 
is  the  spirit  of  the  heritage  in  which  I 
grew  up. 

Another  grateful  blank  that  Td  fill 
m  would  be  for  my  health  There  is  no 
<Wlar  amount  that  can  be  put  on  the 
valuw  of  health,  to  feel  rood,  to  be 
able  to  get  up  and  go  and  do  and  serve 
and  enjoy  lire  free  from  pain  or  re¬ 
sections  that  keep  you  from  enjoying 
the  moments  of  life.  There  are  tim« 
when  I  almost  feel  guilty  for  beinx 


hit  oemg 

and  bruised  things  of  life  but  at  the 

Simp  hma  fkyuu.  _ U _ * 


be  there  before  me. 

.  Another  blessing  blank  I  would  fill 

in  is  hunt  My  own  home.  Not  just 

home.  Soon, Shirley 
and  I  will  celebrate  our  54th  wedding 
anniversary  and  oh,  when  we  lookback 
ow  all  those  years,  what  a  blessing 
God  has  provided  us  in  our  home 
Three  children  who  have  blessed  us 
Tncir  companions  who  have  joined  in 
blessing  us.  Eight  grandchildren  that 
have  come  t^be  a  part  of  the  home 


that  God  has  given  us.  I  could  not 
leave  out  fiffing  in  the  t  ig  blank  of  life 

that  would  be  our  home.  I  see  so  many 

homes  that  are  in  chaos,  disharmony 
hurts,  bitterness,  distress.  The  whole 
concept  of  home  seems  to  be  under 
attack  and  in  disarray  and  so.  grate¬ 
ful  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  Isav 
Tliank  You,  Lord,  for  allowing  me  to  ’ 
fill  m  a  blessing  blank  with  the  joys 
that  You  have  brought  in  our  home  " 
The  next-to-last  blank  of  thankful¬ 
ness  I  would  fill  in  would  be  heaven, 
tin:  hereafter.  I  have  so  many  friends 
and  femily  in  heaven  and  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  seeing  them  again.  Over  the 
years  as  a  pastor,  I  have  been  called 
on  at  times  to  be  a  part  of  funerals. 

A  dosing  of  this  earthly  life  and  the 
celebration  of  the  opening  of  a  new 
eternal  life.  Great  friends  and  follow¬ 
ers  of  Jesus  who  I  look  forward  to 
beam  with  again.  Most  recently,  my 
brothers  anal  and  our  families  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  home  going  of  the  first  of 
our  orde  ^five  Futralboys  to eo  on 
to  be  with  the  Lord.  To  say  the  least,  it 
a  bittersweet  occasion  but  in  truth 
while  we  recognize  this  life  on  earth 
is  not  forever,  it  is  forever  in  the  land 

of  feasts  and  provisions  that  only  God 

could  give  us  m  His  new  heaven.  It  was 
mere  that  we  focused  on  our  brother 
being  with  the  Lord. 

It  was  s  somewhat  sobering  moment 

for  are  and  I  think  for  all  of  us,  because 
T?  “  *****  *°«t  anyone  in  that  fem- 
ily  aide,  but  now  we  have.  It  brings 
imo  focus  how  we  need  to  celebrate 

ure  here  together  and  because  of  the 

provisions  of  Christ,  we  can  celebrate 
the  provisiOM  of  life  beyond  here.  I  fill 
m  the  blank  for  so  many  of  the  people 
I  have  known  in  this  journey  who 
have  already  passed  through  the  gates 
where  we  will  one  day  be  gloriously 
reunited  again 

f  ***  ttyuj^ving  I  fill  in 

the  blanks  and  this  last  one  -  eternal 
one  -  is  the  hfircafter.  God’s  wonder¬ 
ful  heaven.  “Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
wul:  and  Ml  thati*  within  me,  bfess 
his  holy  name*  (Pb.  103:1). 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
( 1trectionsQmbcb.org . 


College  News 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  School  of 
Business  has  been  awarded  a  chapter 
of  Beta  Gamma  Sigma  business  honor 
society  Joining  School  of  Business  dean 
Eduardo  Marcelo  (center)  at  the  Nov  7 
announcement  were  professors  Stephen 
Trouard  (left)  and  Bobby  Perkins  Only 
the  top  ten  percent  of  business  students 
are  eligible  for  induction 


UN,VERS,TY  WWI  Bap,,*  Student 
ncaZ  KZr~rS  'T**  m  P8n8ma  Ci*V-  Fl- O"  Hur- 
Amona^ho^  il  N<~  M  durin»  ,heir  'tester  break 

frZteft)  F  n  hand  vwa  <back  row- 

cZl  *n-  G,®°  W,ll,ams  Carl,  Gustafson.  Ra- 

Cor^kms^SUTrt6r  Sar8  CanOVa- {hont  row-  ,rom 
Jenkins.  L,zz,e  Stewart,  and  BSU  d, rector  Tim  Glaze 


?1,*8  SS'PPI  COLLEGE  archers  captured  two  titles  Oct 
r  CoWa°'a,e  Cbampronships  at  Graham 
tjZZZZT  Can,,H  in  Foto*  *  T*"  "•">  compound 
Pl**-  a*  <*«  *b*  bow  hunter  women  s  squad 

ZfeZ/V  .  ArCh#fv  Shoo,<,fs  Assoc, at, on  sane 
tioned  the  national  competition 


::  • ... ... 
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US 


Doors  open 
@  5  p.m. 


Concert 
@  6  p.m 


$20  General 
Admission 


North  Greenwood 
Baptist  Church 


Federal  mandate  dies  quiet  death  in  final 


including  those  with  mecha-  businesses  on  the  basis  of  a  and  Reachk 
msms  that  can  potentially  in-  moral  conviction  apart  from  a  tional,  an  Ol 
duce  abortions,  or  face  poten-  specific  religious  belief.  sending  entit 

tiaUv  devastating  fines.  The  final  rules  came  more  However, 

The  edict  elicited  than  two  years  after  the  U.S.  fornia  and 
legal  challenges  from  more  Supreme  Court  nullified  mu 1-  voMng  the  L 
than  qo  religious  nonprofits,  tiple  federal  appeals  court  Poor  are  sti 
including  GuideStone  Finan-  decisions  against  GuideStone  The  Little  Si 
dal  Resources  of  the  South-  and  other  religious  institu-  is  a  Roman  C 
em  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  tions  and  more  than  four  serves  the  pc 
and  at  least  seven  Baptist  following  the  justices’'  derly  and  be 

universities.  decision  in  favor  of  I*  ’  * 

One  of  the  new  regulations  k>bby* «  conscience-based 

2 - j  _  ...  -  -  -  challenge  to  the  mandate. 

Southern  Baptist  advo¬ 
cates  for  conscience  protec¬ 
tions  applauded  the  final 
rules.  “These  exemptions  are 
the  long-awaited  conclusion 
to  the  crucial  achievement  of 
preserving  religious  liberty 
from  an  unlawful  govern¬ 
ment  overreach,’  said  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  the  Eth¬ 
ics  &  Religious  Liberty  Com¬ 
mission  in  Nashville. 

GuideStone  welcomes  “the 
new  rules  and  appreciates 
this  administration’s  desire 
to  protect  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  from  having  to  choose 
between  their  deeply  held 
convictions  or  crippling  penal¬ 
ties,"  said  Timotny  Head,  the 
SBC  entity’s  executive  officer 
for  denominational  and  public 
relations  services,  in  a  written 
statement  for  BP. 

GuideStone  and  two  of  the 
ministries  it  represents  al¬ 
ready  had  gained  a  final,  favor¬ 
able  verdict  in  court.  In  July, 
a  federal  judge  in  Oklahoma 
issued  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
GuideStone  and  its  plaintiffs: 

Truett  McConnell  University, 
a  Georgia  Baptist  institution. 


Souls  Interna-  eral  government  ought  to  get 
ihoma  mission-  out  of  the  business  of  paying 
for  abortion  until  Obamacare 
ses  out  of  Cali-  can  be  replaced,"  said  Jennifer 
nnsylvania  in-  Popik,  NRLC’s  legislative  di- 
le  Sisters  of  the  rector,  in  a  written  release. 

The  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation  of  America  (PPFA), 
the  country’s  No.  l  abortion 
provider,  decried  all  the  rules. 

Dawn  Laguens,  PPFA’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  vice  president,  said 
the  regulations  “are  danger- 
ou*,  and  not  what  the  vast 
majority  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple  want.  Women  will  remem¬ 
ber  this  attack  on  their  basic 
health  care." 

In  May  2016,  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  invalidated  mul¬ 
tiple  federal  appeals  court  de¬ 
cisions  against  the  religious 
institutions  and  blocked  the 
Obama  administration  from 
imposing  fines  on  them.  The 
justices  told  the  appeals  courts 
involved  to  give  the  parties  an 
opportunity  to  reach  a  solution 
“that  accommodates  petition¬ 
ers’  religious  exercise  while  at 
the  same  time  ensuring  that 
women  covered  by  petitioners’ 
health  plans  receive  full  and 
equal  health  coverage,  includ¬ 
ing  contraceptive  coverage." 

No  agreement  s  r  -hed 


_ m  el- 

_  . .  — . - the  face  of 

Hobby  the  institutions  objecting  to 
L  v — J  the  mandate. 

Mark  Rienzi,  president  of 
Becket  Fund  for  Religious 
Liberty  in  Washington,  D.C., 
a  nonprofit  religious  freedom 
law  firm  representing  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  said  in  a 
written  release,  “This  long  un¬ 
necessary  culture  war  is  now 

almost  over  —  all  that  is  left  is  clsions  against*  the  re] 
for  state  governments  to  ad-  -•  .... 

mit  that  there  are  many  ways 
to  deliver  these  [abortion  and 
contraceptive]  services  with¬ 
out  nuns,  and  the  Little  Sis¬ 
ters  can  return  to  serving  the 
elderly  poor  in  peace.’ 


F,RST  BAPTfST  CHURCH  IS  WWW.  SEBRENHOME  IMPROVE  ME  NT 
8€EK'?°  A  FULL'THIB  COM.  Christian  owned  Don  A  Rita  Setnen 
25^2*!.  X?.!™*  10  .P*  W-M2-2M2  A.  hom.  Iqummm, 
20??  "W  •W'ctenl  Windows,  metal  & 

roofs  4  awifooms  patio 

or  email  to  rochOgofucaQgmait.cofa  For  cowers  decks  room  additions  ir Urban  K 
more  information  you  may  can  the  church  bath  uoorades  *w*,°'*  ***•"  4 
office  at  070-853-5520  - _ _ _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  NC„  SERVING 

0€T  THE  BIST  RATES  OM:  Health  wood  frames  Statewide  601-502-0202 
Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  www  hopperglees  net 
Catt  1-800-541-8196  or  visit  wwwTumer-  in,  c  D  , 

lnsuranceOnlina.com  ****  SUPPLY  AVAILABLE:  Retired 

ruiioru  poJ  ..miA,  errnv  Southern  Baptist  Navy  chap**)  available 

LugKy»f>’  Ouimn.  (p»to,  ilkMU.  racalKm.  (Mira*.).  100 

Mm.,  ENOne  601-T76-0617. _  milt  ol  Haffltsfcwg  Deacon  of 

WINOOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOE  -  win-  Hardy  strati  Baptist  Ctwrch  Graduate 


January  2017. 

The  federally  approved  con¬ 
traceptives  for  which  coverage 
is  required  by  the  mandate  in¬ 
clude  the  intrauterine  device 
(IUD)  and  such  drugs  as  Plan 
B,  the  “morning-after"  pill. 
Both  the  IUD  and  “morning- 
after"  pill  possess  post-fertil¬ 
ization  mechanisms  that  po¬ 
tentially  can  cause  abortions 
by  preventing  implantation  of 
tiny  embiyos. 

'pie  rule  also  covers  “ella," 
which  in  a  fashion  similar  to 
the  abortion  drug  RU  486  can 
act  even  after  implantation  to 
end  the  life  of  the  child. 

The  ERLC  and  two  other 
SBC  entities  —  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  and 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  as  well  as  South¬ 
ern’s  president,  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.  —  filed  a  friend- 
of-the-court  brief  in  2016  that 
urged  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
to  rule  that  the  HHS  accom¬ 
modation  violates  religious 
freedom. 

In  2014,  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  in  favor  of  Hobby 
Lobby’s  challenge  to  the  abor¬ 
tion/contraception  mandate. 
In  its  5-4  opinion  in  that  case, 
the  justices  upheld  objections 
to  the  requirement  by  “closely 
held"  for-profit  companies 


at  601-408-4608  or  banoyhom<by,com 
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PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  HOUS-  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
TOM,  MS,  18  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME  OR  MERIDIAN,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  BI¬ 
PART  TIME  WORSHIP  LEADER.  Ptease  VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  serv  ice  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

tnfo@msaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton.  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


Rasumm  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  PASTOR  - 
•tart  com  BETHANY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Located 
Start  vflte,  at  Meridian  MS  in  the  Whynot  community 


Christmas  Concert 
December  16, 2018 
North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 


FERN  WOOD  CHURCH.  PIKE  COUNTY  ASSOCIATION,  honor**  its  veterans  Nov.  11.  Drew 
Hokfieki.  pastor. 


Women,  men.  and  kids  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  VICKS¬ 
BURG.  packed  102  boxes  for  needy  children  for  Christmas 


M 


LITTLE  BAHALA  CHURCH.  WESSON,  re¬ 
ceived  their  200  year  acknowledgement  present¬ 
ed  by  F  ev*  J~~kson.  Shown  are  pastor  Bendon 
Ginn.  Jackson,  and  Alfred  Smith 


•-  "  « 


CENTER  CHURCH.  ATTALA  COUNTY.  MCADAMS  CHURCH.  ATTALA  ASSOCIATION,  recently 
recognized  pastor  Jeffery  Hutchison  for  14  years  ordained  Wayne  Downs  as  deacon.  Shown  are  pastor  Jamas 
of  service.  Shown  are  Hutchison,  his  wife  Ashley.  Young.  Sally  and  Wayne  Downs,  and  Steve  Jordan, 
and  children  Hunter  and  Haleigh. 


NEW  LIBERTY.  MORTON,  held  its  annual  Veteran  s  Day  service  Nov.  11.  Shown  are  the  veterans  Women  on  Missions,  CALVARY  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  pre- 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Meadow  Grove  Church.  Brandon,  is  hosting  Jonathan  WUh^n  and  The  LeFevre  Quartet 
Nov.  29, 6:30  p.m..  Love  offering. 


pared  29  boxes  containing  soup,  com  bread,  and  banana-nut  bread 
for  delivery  in  the  community.  Pictured  are  Gayle  Tullos.  Debbie 
Willoughby.  Susie  Fortenberry.  Lethe  Greer,  leader  Bobbie  Dun¬ 
away.  and  Rhonda  Holmes  Mike  Bums,  pastor. 


ATTALA  ASSOCIATION,  recently  welcomed 
a  new  church  into  the  association  SHILOH 
CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO.  Shown  ere  modera¬ 
tor  Ralph  Hunt  and  Shiloh  pastor  Matt  Steed. 


A  baby  dedication  service  was  held  recently  at  Wl 

LAKE  WASHINGTON  FIRST  CHURCH.  a  c 
GLEN  ALLAN.  Shown  are  pastor  Jimmy  Pic 

McLendon.  Hekner  Bruwer.  Left  Mae  Bruwer.  Cb 

and  Sarah  McOentei  Bruwer 


WILLIAMS  VILLE  CHURCH.  WILLIAM SVILLE.  recently  held 
a  deacon  ordination  service  for  Chad  Chipley  and  Scott  Coleman 
Pictured  ere  from  left,  pastor  Jeremy  Tiflrnan.  Jennifer  Tillman. 
Chipfoy,  Maria  Chipley.  Charlene  Coleman,  and  Coleman 
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New  workers  claim 


mission  fields  around  world 


WCHMONO,  Vi.  (BP) -South¬ 
ern  Baptists  celebrated  the  ap- 
pointment  of  42  new  missionar¬ 
ies  m  a  service  held  Nov.  14,  near 
Richmond,  Va.  Churches  of  afl 
sizes  from  Louisiana  to  Indiana 
and  North  Carolina  to  Kansas 

families  tolarge  cities,  small  vfl- 
lages,  and  hanJ-to-reach  plat  s 
around  the  world.  ^ 
Vance  Pitman,  senior  pastor 


•Withm  six  months,  the  f~ 
church  had  grown  to  over 
100,000  tcJievers  in  Jerusa-  K 
Jem...  Within  a  few  /ears,  the 

n®^the  known  world." 

-25Ji«S23ES2 


Aon  cannot  be  identified  pi£ 


tochange  the  world: 

■  Faith  that  produced  obedi¬ 
ence. 

■  Passion  that  produced 

unity. 

■  Desperation  that  produced 

prayer. 

■  The  Spirit  that  produced 
power. 

At  Pentecost,  a  small  group 
of  people  launched  a  church  in 
Jerusalem  that  saw  3,000  peo¬ 
ple  saved  on  its  opening  dav 
Prtnjsn  wid.  That  tTasua*ss- 
ful  church  start!  At  their  second 
gathering,  5,000  men  came  to 
ChnsLnpt  counting  the  women 
and  children. 


led  them  to  the  point  of  giving 
up  the  comforts  of  their  ev¬ 
eryday  lives  to  take  the  Gospel 
around  the  world. 

.  JP*?.*1*  comin^  from  a  va¬ 
riety  of  backgrounds.  C\ris  and 
Anna  Garduce,  sent  to  serve  in 


— — ,  — — ■  w  mvtt  uvu  1  cacucu 

eac}1  them  and  gave  them 
each  a  zealousness  to  share  the 
grace  they  received  with  those 
who  have  not  yet  heard  the 
good  news. 

“So  many  people  need  to 
be  rescued  from  darkness  and 
brought  into  His  marvelous 


president  of  the  ImemetionrtMlSontoert  0MB)  of tf^Somh*00^  fr°m  nflh,)'  newtV-«l®«®<l 
Va..  end  his  wrt.  MicfJ^ht i£?. Richmond, 
pointment  servce  lhe  Metis’  •»  *».  14  ap- 

missionaries  appointed  by  .MB  ,ru«ee.  The  McNe,b  ^^“^^pho^  ’  ^  ^  ^  42 


Live  Drive  Thru  Scenes 
from  (lie  Life  of  Jesus 

Dec.  8  "  8:  9"' *6  8  pm 


t 


m'-  *  * ' 
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Presented  by: 
Ciootl  I  lope  Baptist 
1  (  hurch 

I  miles  \  of  Kicltlon  on 
fiood  Hope  (  hurch  ltd.* 

I  OK  MORI 
l\l  O 
<  VI  I 

riOl  f>  |  |  I) 
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e  light  as  I  was,"  Chris  told  the 
3  ^P^una-room  only  crowd, 
i  Ef0™  ??  moment  she  met 
Christ,  there  has  been  a  roar¬ 
ing  fire  inside  my  heart  to  see 
die  nations  worship  and  love 
King  Jesus,"  Anna  said. 

Nathan  and  Kim  Gunter 
grew  up  in  small  churches 
where  they  saw  the  coopera¬ 
tive giving  of  Southern  Baptists 
send  men  and  women  aroin.d 
the  world  with  the  Gospel.  Af¬ 
ter  college,  Nathan  also  served 
J  two-year  appointment  with 
IMB  among  a  desert  people 
group  in  West  Africa. 

Short-term  trips  gave  the 
couple  a  "growing  passion’  for 
Gods  work  in  Africa.  “Now  af¬ 
ter  years  of  pastoring  an  amaz¬ 
ing  church  family  here  in  the 
U.S.,  the  Lord  has  made  it  clear 
that  He  is  calling  us  to  serve  in 
Africa,"  Nathan  said. 

e  iPi?  SOUpie  ?  bein8  sent  to 

Sub-Saharan  Africa  by  Lancing 
First  Church  in  Lansing,  Kn. 

Pleasant  View  Church  in 
Waynesburg,  Ky„  is  sending 
Jonathan  and  Rebecca  McNefl 
to  serve  in  Poland,  where  Jona¬ 
than  grew  up. 

“Growing  up  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  kid  in  Pound,  God  opened 
my  eyes  to  the  lostness  of  the 
(world  and  the  saving  power  of 
the  Gospel  through  a  personal  i 
relationship  with  Jesus,"  he  , 
•aid.  “In  2013,  God  opened  the 
door  for  me  to  return  to  Poland  , 
is  a  single  IMB  missionary."  « 

; 

ful  Dreaching  opened  my  eyes  t 
o  God  s  plans  tor  the  nations  t 
to  worship  Him  through  His 
Son.  As  I  prayed  for  God  to  r 


°UT  ~  Vance  Pftman'  mentor  pastor  of  Hope  Church 
42  new  lm<Kn*,,onal  Mu*°"  Board  mis- 
ggy*.11*.  yy.  Ch*°g*f* to  misrion  f«d..  in 
£  N  14  ,«,0'ntm*n‘  »«»vica  near  Richmond. 


*end  worker,  to  the  harvest.  He 
made  it  dear  to  me  by  sending 

Describing  what  it  must 
have  been  like  for  the  disciples 
as  they  watchedyChrist  ascend 
urto  heaven  and  leave  them 
with  the  task  of  global  evange¬ 
lism,  Pitman  encouraged  tne 
new  missionaries  to  embrace 
the  desperation  that  produc¬ 
es  prayer." 

Tile  disciples  returned  to 
Jerusalem  and  devoted  them¬ 
selves  to  prayer,  and  they  didn’t 
stop  praying  until  God  showed 
up  to  tell  them  how  they  were 
going  to  do  what  God  told  them 
to  do. 

singular  focus  pre¬ 
pared  those  early  disripfcs  for 


the  outpouring  of  God’s  Spirit 
that  came  at  Pentecost,  Pitman 
said,  cautioning,  ‘Prayer  is  not 
powerful.  The  One  to  whom  we 
pray  is  powerful. 

The  most  important  thing 
you  carry  to  (your  place  of  ser¬ 
vice]  is  not  your  training.  The 
most  important  thin*  you  carry 
with  you  is  your  intimate  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Lord  Jesus." 

The  next  IMB  Sending  Cel- 
ebratipn  is  scheduled  for  Feb.  6 
m  Richmond. 

Editor  s  note:  For  more  in- 
formation  about  IMB,  whose 
missionaries  are  supported 
through  the  Cooperative  Fro - 
Qramand  the  Lottie  Moon 

imbuH^9  ***** 
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Southern  Baptist  Convention  Estimates 


Estimates  Compared  to  2017  Annual  Church  Profile  Totals 
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ACP  report  shows  continuing 
baptism,  membership  declines 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Long-stand¬ 
ing  patterns  continued  to  domi¬ 
nate  the  2017  Annual  Church 
Profile  (ACP)  report  released  in 
June,  The  number  of  congrega¬ 
tions  cooperating  with  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
increased  over  2016  totals,  while 
reported  membership  and  bap¬ 
tisms  continued  their  year-over¬ 
year  declines. 

That’s  not  the  whole  story, 
noted  Scott  McConnell,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search,  which  compiles  the  ACP 
data  in  cooperation  with  Bap¬ 
tist  state  conventions.  LifeWay 
Research  is  the  evangelical  re¬ 
search  arm  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  SBC  in  Nash 
vilk  that  specializes  in  surveys 
about  faith  in  culture  and  mat¬ 
ters  that  affect  churches. 

The  2017  ACP  totals  released 
in  June  counted  all  §1,920  con¬ 
gregations  affiliated  with  the 
SBC  —  an  increase  of  more  than 
’  150  over  2016.  However,  the 
ACP  totals  did  not  include  sta¬ 
tistics  for  every  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  congregation. 

Despite  the  best  efforts  of  as¬ 
sociations  and  state  conventions 
across  the  country  to  gather  data, 
29%  of  congregations  (churches 
and  missions)  did  not  partici¬ 
pate,  McConnell  said.  Seven  in  10 
,  Southern  Baptist  congregations. 
Seventy-one  percent  participated 
in  the  ACP  survey  by  reporting 
at  least  one  item  on  the  profile, 
down  from  74*  the  previous 
three  years. 

For  that  reason,  reported 
•  totals  do  not  include  all  of  the 
activity  of  the  SBC,  though  the 
summary  does  include  some 
adjustments  for  non-reporting 
congregations. 

LifeWay  Research  conducted 
additional  analysis  this  fall  on  re¬ 
porting  patterns  and  created  esti¬ 


mates  for  non-reporting  congre¬ 
gations.  Based  on  the  analysis, 
the  estimated  total  membership 
of  all  Southern  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tions  is  15.7  million,  comparedto 


year 

Kiggt 


LifeWay  Research’s  analysis 
also  estimated  363.069  baptisms 
likely  occurred,  compared  to 
254,122  reported  baptisms. 

McConnell  said  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  reported  totals  ana  esti¬ 
mated  statistics  for  all  Southern 
Baptist-congregations  is  nearly 
109,000  baptisms,  1.2  million 
attendees,  more  than  741.000 
members,  and  nearly  $2.7  billion 
in  total  receipts. 

“The  additional  analysis  this 
is  not  an  attempt  to  create 
sr  numbers,”  McConnell 
“Analysis  of  this  type  can¬ 
not  replace  actual  information 
reported  from  congregations. 
Rather,  it's  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  that  the  traditional  re¬ 
porting  is  not  telling  the  whole 
story  of  the  chaqpw 
place  in  the  SBC,  even 
the  traditional  reporting  at 
national  level  already  pulls  for¬ 
ward  attendance  ana  receipt 
statistics  for  a  few  years." 

Pulled  forward  statistics  are 
specific  responses  congregations 
provided  in  prior  years  that  are 
included  in  a  current  year’s  data 
when  a  statistic  is  missing  for 
that  congregation. 

McConnell  acknowledged 
even  the  estimated  statistics 
show  a  clear  decline  in  member¬ 
ship  levels.  “Is  the  SBC  still  in  de¬ 
cline?  In  short,  yes.  The  SBC  ex¬ 
perienced  growth  in  membership 
until  a  peak  in  2006  followed  by 
decline.  Even  prior  to  2006,  re¬ 
searchers  noted  rate  of  mem¬ 
bership  growth  was  declining  at  a 


the  SBC  is  in  part  due  to  a  lack 
of  reporting.  He  confirmed  that 
the  ACP  report  does  not  pull  data 
forward  for  baptisms. 

“With  some  trepidation  we 
have  used  statistics  to  estimate 
that  there  were  likely  about 
'  >.  tytisms  in  2017,"  Me- 
said.  This  estimate  is 


However,  McConnell  said,  the 
higher  baptism  estimate  still  in¬ 
dicates  a  form  of  decline  in  bap¬ 
tisms.  “In  1950,  congregations 
baptized  more  than  the  2017 
estimate  with  only  seven  million 
members  [in  1950].  The  ratio  cf 
members  to  baptisms  continues 
to  increase,  which  means  it  takes 
more  members  per  baptism.* 

Information  collected  on 
the  ACP  tells  several  important 
ministry  stories.  It  tells  a  con¬ 
gregation’s  story  and  allows  the 
church  to  keep  a  history  of  lead¬ 
ership  and  statistics.  This  histo¬ 
ry  is  helpful  when  churches  look 
at  their  own  trend  lines,  intro¬ 
duce  a  prospective  new  pastor 
to  their  church,  and  when  they 
seek  outside  financing,*  McCon¬ 
nell  said. 

The  ACP  also  teOs  the  story  of 
local  associations,  state  conven¬ 
tions,  and  the  SBC  as  a  whole. 

“The  ACP  gives  a  quick  sum¬ 
mary  of  who  we  are  as  South¬ 
ern  Baptists.  The  ACP  statistics 
survey  and  leadership  profile 
answers,  who  and  how  many  in¬ 
dividuals,  congregations  ana  as¬ 
sociations  are  connected  through 
our  convention."  McConnell  said. 

The  goal  of  the  ACP  is  to  ac¬ 
curately  describe  the  relation¬ 
ships  and  changes  in  relation¬ 
ships  across  theS8C.“ 


pointed  out  the  re¬ 
cent  decline  in  baptisms  across 


Editor's  note:  This 
released  by  LifeWay 
Resources. 


Prof  fights  for  free 
speech,  religious 
liberty  in  classroom 


they  do  not 
ki  “That’s  the 


PORTSMOUTH,  Ohio  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  A  Shaw¬ 
nee  State  University  philoso¬ 
phy  professor  filed  a  lawsuit 
against  the  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
school  on  Nov.  5  for  disciplin¬ 
ing  him  because  he  insists  on 
using  the  courtesy  title  that 
corresponds  to  a  student’s  bio¬ 
logical  sex. 

Nicholas  Meriwether,  a  22- 
year  tenured  faculty  member 
at  the  3,800-student  public 
university,  uses  courtesy  titles 
like  “Mr.  and  “Miss”  with  stu¬ 
dents’  last  names  in  his  classes, 
but  his  belief  that  God  created 
humans  immutably  male  or  fe¬ 
male  puts  that  practice  at  odds 
with  the  university’s  nondis¬ 
crimination  policy  which  de¬ 
mands  employees  affirm  a  per¬ 
son’s  preferred  gender. 

The  case  could  force  pub¬ 
licly-funded  schools  to  reas¬ 
sess  their  LGBT  (Lesbian,  Gay, 
Bisexual,  Transgender)  non¬ 
discrimination  policies,  said 
Meriwether’s  attorney,  Travis 
Barham  with  Alliance  Defend¬ 
ing  Freedom  in  Scottsdale,  Az. 

“Public  universities  have  no 
business  compelling 
to  express  views  thi 
hold,  Barham  said.  “ 
message  of  tk  is  case.” 

A  disciplinary  letter  placed 
in  Meriwether’s  personnel  file 
in  June  claimed  he  created  a 
“hostile  environment"  in  his 
I  philosophy  class  by  re- 
to  address  a  biological  - 
transgender  student, 
Alena  Bruening,  as  female. 

Meriwether  suggested  to  the 
student  and  school  administra¬ 
tors  that  he  refer  to  Bruening 
by  first  or  last  name  only,  with 
no  gender-specific  prefix.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lawsuit  Bruen¬ 
ing  took  offense  at  the  offer  and 
responded  with  an  obscenity. 
Bruening  filed  two  discrimina¬ 
tion  complaints  and  threatened 
to  have  the  professor  fired. 

Meriwetner  claims  in  a  fed¬ 
eral  lawsuit  that  administra¬ 
tors  violated  his  free  speech, 
his  religious  liberty,  and  his 
employment  contract  by  de¬ 
manding  be  submit  to  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  identity  politics.  The 
lawsuit  claims  Shawnee  State 
showed  animus  toward  Meri¬ 
wether’s  religious  beliefs  as 
early  as  2016. 

When  the  university  was 
drafting  the  LGBT  nondis¬ 
crimination  policy,  Meriweth¬ 
er  warned  administrators  it 
would  conflict  with  employees’ 
speech  rights  and  religious  lib¬ 
erty.  A  department  chairwom¬ 
an  allegedly  told  him  that  reli 
gion  “oppresses  students,*  and 
an  administrator  said  forcing 
faculty  to  use  speech  they  find 
objectionable  *had  no  bear¬ 
ing"  on  a  professor’s  “academic 


Nicholas  Meriwether 

freedom  or  free  speec  , 
according  to  the  lawsuit. 

The  lawsuit  also  states  that 
during  a  meeting  about  the 
discrimination  complaint  this 
spring,  a  Shawnee  State  ad¬ 
ministrator  openly  laughed 
when  a  union  representative 
described  Meriwether’s  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs. 

“A  philosophy  classroom  is 
where  you  are  supposed  to  be 
able  to  debate  all  issues  but 
particularly  the  issues  of  *What 
is  the  essence  of  human  na¬ 
ture?”  Barham  said.  “Not  being 
able  to  discuss  that  or  forcing 
professors  to  endorse  ideologi¬ 
cal  viewpoints  on  those  issues 
that  they  don’t  hold  that’s  a 
threat  to  free  speech  and  to 
academic  freedom." 

Nancy  Pearcey,  an  apolo¬ 
getics  professor  at  Houston 
Baptist  University  in  Houston, 
Texas,  agreed  Shawnee  State 
was  threatening  Meriwether’s 
free  speech. 

“It  8  not  just  a  matter  of 
courtesy  when  the  state  man¬ 
dates  it,”  said  Pearcey,  who 
is  also  director  of  Houston 
Baptist’s  Center  for  Christian 
Worldview.  “Essentially  the 
state  is  saying,  Tou  must  use. 
certain  words/* 

With  Meriwether’s  lawsuit, 
Pearcey  believes  American 
teachers  have  someone  cham¬ 
pioning  their  rights.  "I  think  this 
case  is  really  heartening  because 
what  k  shows  is  a  few  people  are 
fightina  bock,"  she  sad 

Barham  said  recent  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decisions  fa¬ 
vor  Meriwether's  cause.  In 
one  case  involving  California 
-life  pregnancy  centers  in 
=LA  v.  Becerra  in  June,  the 
nation's  high  court  reaffirmed 
the  constitutional  prohibition 
against  compelled  speech. 

Artictfkourtesy  of  WORLD 
Digital,  a  division  of  WORLD 
Magazine  (www.wng.org) 
based  in  Asheville,  NC.  Used 
by  permission.  Edited  for  style 
ana  clarity. 
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Truth  is  not  relative 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the 


way,  truth,  and  life. 
Simply  share  the  following  prayer\vith  God 
in  vour  own  words: 
'  1  1.  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

A  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sJns 

▼  \  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

*•  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
$  my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  |esus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  invite  |esus  Christ  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
i\i  (l  him.  to  them  he  gau  the  right  to  hetomv  children  of 
(•od.  ex  i  n  to  those  who  he/iexe  in  his  name."  (John  I  t  >) 
s,on  for  C  hrist  lodav.  contac  I  a  local  Southern  Baptist  thurch 

lor  spiritual  guidaiu  e. 


TAXATION 

cont.  from  p.  1 

The  provision— Section  512(a) 
(7)  —  requires  houses  of  worship 
and  non-pfofits  to  pay  a  21%  tax 
on  such  employee  benefits  as 
parking  and  transportation.  The 
measure  not  only  imposes  a  new 
tax  hardship  on  churches  And 
nonprofits  but  imposes  on  tfam 
“burdensome  accounting  and 
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WILDFIRES 


For  now,  SBDR  chaplains  are 
serving  with  the  American  Red 
Cross  to  provide  spiritual  care 
for  those  in  shelters.  A  laundry 
and  shower  unit  has  been  set  up 
at  First  Church,  Gridley  for  sur¬ 
vivors  in  the  area. 

In  Paradise  and  Magalia, 
three  Southern  Baptist  churches 
miraculously  survived  the  blaze 
—  Paradise  Ridge;  First  Church, 
Paradise;  and  Magalia  Pines 
Church,  Magalia  -  while  struc¬ 
tures  all  around  the  churches 
were  consumed. 

Charles  Woods,  the  associa¬ 
tion^  missions  strategist  for 
the  local  Sierra  Butte  Associa¬ 
tion  in  Gridley,  stays  in  touch 
with  those  pastors  every  day. 

I  would  ask  for  aD  of  us...  for 
prayer  about  how  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  everyone  best  Pray  for 
the  knowledge  and  wisdom  to 
know  what  to  say  and  what  to 
do  in  the  way  that  they  best 
need  it  That’s  my  heart  s  de¬ 
sire  right  now.* 

Paradise  residents  are  won¬ 
dering  what  the  next  steps  will 
be  for  their  community  but 
when  people  ask  pastor  So¬ 
rensen  if  he  plans  to  stay,  he 
says  that  decision  is  not  his  to 
make.  “As  long  as  God  keeps  me 
there,  I’m  going  to  stay  because 
I  know  there  are  people  who  are 
going  to  need  help.* 

“It  wfl]  be  years  before  it’s  a 
town  again,*  said  Doug  Crowder, 
pastor  of  Magalia  Pines  Church, 

c»ut  aU  through  that,  our  church 
win  be  standing  and  our  church 
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The  typically 
turned  into  ai 
It  required  fivi 
amid  fire  and 


lethal  in  Cahfornia’s  history.  tiS?f  W*.  Bivins 

More  than  o,ooo  residential  SBDR  will  begin  cooperat- 
and  commercial  structures  have  wlt"  churches  in  the  region 
been  destroyed.  to  a*®ess  how  best  to  support 

“TV  fire  came  on  so  fast,  Pastors»  .  congregations,  and 
and  it  was  just  mass  confusion,”  communities.  Many  surviving 
said  Mike  Bivins,  the  Southern  victims  have  lost  loved  ones 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  (SBDR)  virtually  all  their  earthly 
director  for  California  Baptists,  possessions. 

The  roads  into  and  out  of  the  "We  are  working  with  the  lo- 
towns  of  Paradise  and  MagaliA  cal  pastors  to  assess  the  needs 
are  limited.  and  discern  the  best  way  to 

“TV  fire  seems  to  have  reach  the  community,*  Bivins 
trapped  more  people  than  was  said.  “We  don’t  know  what  the 
originally  figured,  he  said.  needs  are  right  now  other  than 
Bivins  has  heard  horror  sto-  prayer,  gift  cards,  and  other  fi¬ 
nes  like  Sorensen’s  from  survi-  nandal  support.” 
vors  in  shelters  who  had  to  run  Bivins  mentioned  that  non- 
and  drive  for  their  lives  to  es-  perishable  items  such  as  clothes 
081 K  and  blankets  are  not  needed  at 

First  responders  continue  this  time. 


Submission  Guidelines 

Tha  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  coopi 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  f 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 


to  the  e-mei  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
ntossage  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  new 
">ay  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  t/2  by  11-inch  pe- 
P®r 11x1  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  ar 

tides  win  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-preserr 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wii  be  accepted.  Photogra*: 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permisstole. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  whet,  when 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photograph 
"tost  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
People.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs  will 
be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  clothing  wiB  not  be  published  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  wel 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

Thera  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  Ail  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
'terns  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  jme  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  jo  requested 
Publication  date.  Articles  that  are  not  dateeensitwe  will  be 
pubhsheo  on  a  space*va«lab4e  basis.  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box  630.  Jackson. 
MS  392060630  FAX.  <601)  292-3330  Email:  bapt.strecord® 
nvbcb.org. 


will  be  ministering.’ 
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NOVEMBER  1-&6 


Dr.  ft  Mn.  Prank  (Nancy) 
Hannon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  W.  Wdcb 
Mr.  Charles  Renfrew 
Mrs.  Edna  M.  Gilliland 


NOVEMBER  l-ltf 

MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Porter  Adkiiv 
Ralph,  Mikfced  ft  Nancy 
Gardner 

Mr.  Ronald  Albritton 
Stanton  BC 


Mr,  B.  K.  Smith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Campbell 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  PtalipCaacio 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Franc*  Boyle  Cooper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Nipper 
Mrs.  Judy  Nail  Eaton 


Mr.  Ricky  Ferguson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hembn 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Floyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 


Senior  Ladles  SSC,  Arlington  BC 
Mr.  CfariaBalof 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terry  E.  Champion 
Mrs  Lob  Blaine 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Wilma  Brooks 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Ms.  Christy  Miller  Bn*h 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Jahaad  Buckley 
Mr.  Ted  Buckley 
Mr.  George  Roy  Burnett 


Ms.  Lula  Befl  Gottoer 
Mr.ft  Mra.LoubJ.Duga* 

Mr.  Jack  Gr«> 

Mk.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  LDungac 
Mis.  Nekla  Hardage 
Rfts.  June  D.  Shepard 
Ms.  Jean  D.  Evans 
Mr.  Wayne  Heteas 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Troy  Hocutt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gkn  E.  King 
Mr.  RufrA  Holcomb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  James  I «  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Mar  /  R  Jenkins  and 
Children 

Ms.  Wanda  Joiner 
Mr.  ft  H  ra  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Mr.  Dudley  Keene 
Mr.  Marais  D.  Keene 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  (W3ma)  Kidd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lee  A  Kidd 
Mr.  Sandy  Kmcade 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chrtb  A  Buchanan 
Mrs.  EdwmaKbh 
Ms.  Betty  Sanders 
Mrs.  Betty  KtoreD 
Mrs.  Joy  R  Roberts 
MraLaverne  Lawrence 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Mike  Goff 
Mis.  Virginia  Lee 
Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  L  Smith 
Mn.  Doris  Lipe 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curds  A  Buchanan 


Mrs.  Tricy  Lum 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Chrtb  A  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Jane  Lunceford 
Mr.  J.  R.  Lunceford 
Mrs.  Lady  DeO  Mechatto  Martin 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Prank  O 
Crostbwait,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Vivian  M.  Mathew 
Mrs.  Edna  M-GOHand 
Drew  McClendon 
FBC  Roffing  Fork/Church  ft 
Community 
Mr.  Walter  MbCooi 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Mikt*  Nipper 
Ms.  Linda  Arrington  Mitcbum 
Mr.  B.  K.  9mith,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Bflhe  Jean  Green  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mr.  Paul  Moms 
Mrs.  EdwinaM.  Wise 
Mr.  Louis  Mulvihill 
EddbetonBC  Si 

Mis.  Rnth  &  Ofivw  Owens 
Betty  ft  Ronnie  Crosby 
Lucy  Keene  SSC,  New  Proapect 

BC 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.V.  (Mary  K)  Parker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  W.  Parker 
Mr.  BfflyFu&en 
Ruth  ft  Cheer  SSC,  Juniper 
Grove  BC 

Mr.  Robert 'Bobby"  Redwood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R  N.  Humphreys  i 
Mr.  Harkn  Reynoftb 
Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Jknmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Henry  Rtaeefl 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooley 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  U  Bradford 
Joyce  Stewart 
Community  Thrift  Shop 
Mrs.  Judy  Hutson  Sturdivant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Moss 
Mr.  Jeff  Read  Tarver  ‘ 

Lake  Tindall,  LLP 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chrtb  A  Buchanan 

Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Charlie  Tindall 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  WATER  VALLEY  hosted  the  first  Commissioning  Service  for  The  Baptist  Chil¬ 
dren  s  Village  Houseparents  Ken  Wr  odes  with  the  MBCB  Missions  Network  worked  with  BCV  staff  to  have  BCV 
Houseparents  designated  as  Mtssi*  s  ppi  Baptist  Missionaries  FBC  Pastor  Dr  Randy  Bain  issued  the  Commis¬ 
sioning  Message  and  Dr.  Jim  Fjtra»  led  the  Commissioning  prayer  for  the  Houseparents  Associations!  Missions 
Director  for  Yalobusha  Association  Craig  Baker  opened  the  service  with  prayer  Additional  Houseparent  Commis¬ 
sioning  Services  are  scheduled  at  he  following  BCV  Campus  host  churches.  We  would  be  honored  to  have  you 
coma  to  any  of  the  following  serv*res  to  celebrate  with  us  God's  call  to  our  BCV  Houseparents; 

STAR  BAPTIST  CHURCH  |  Sunday.  December  2  at  6:00  p.m..  India  Nunnery  Campus  Houseparents 
FBC  WAYNESBORO  I  Wedrv  sday.  December  12  at  5:30  pm.  PdwelFWalley  Campus  Houseparents 
FBC  WIGGINS  l  Sunday.  January  13  at  6:00  p.m.  Deanash  Campus  Houseparents 

FAIR  RIVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  |  Sunday.  January  27  at  600  p.m..  Dickerson  Place  Campus  Houseparents 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT 
.OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded, 
husband  and  wife  teams,  without  dependent  chil¬ 
dren  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position  of  House- 
parents.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian 
adults  with  personal  integrity,  character  and  of 
good  reputation  with  standards  and  ethics  ex¬ 
pected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  pro¬ 
vided  a  private  bedroom  and  meals  white  on  duty. 
The  primary  job  refconsibility  of  Houseparents  is 
to  maintain  a  homilke  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  Irving  for  children  and 
youth  residents.  They  are  the  primary  caregivers 
and  help  with  everything  from  transportation  and 
homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and 
somewhat  dependent  upon  which  campus  and  to 
which  cottage  the  couple  is  assigned  However,  al 
Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical  mental 
Mid  emotional  health  They  must  be  cooperative 
vid  comfortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  oppty  for  the  current  Houseparent 
openings,  please  contact  Tom  Prather  at  tpotfher 
Qbcvms.com  or  60 1  -952*2422.  A  complete  job 
description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 


BCV  Executive  Director  Seen  Left  to  ftttfrt  BCV  Alumni  Dele 


BCV  Dfoecaor  of  Humen 


With  Anticipation  ♦  James  5:1-20 


er  25 


In  this  final  lesson  from  James,  we 
will  learn  that  believers  should  turn 
to  God  when  facing  the  trials  of  life. 
We  will  do  so  with  patience  and 
prayer,  while  protecting  those  who 
have  faltered. 

Patience  (James  5:7-9) 

James  reminded  his  readers  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  return  of  Christ  as  they 
faced  trials,  knowing  that  Christ  will 
return  at  the  perfect  time.  Remem¬ 
ber,  James  was  writing  to  “the  twelve 
tribes  who  are  dispersed  abroad../ 
(James  1:1).  His  audience  was  the 
Jewish  Diaspora,  including  Jewish 
Christians  who  had  been  scattered 
from  their  homeland  because  of  per¬ 
secution.  They  were  facing  great  trials 
and  needed  James’  encouragement. 
He  reminded  them  that,  in  the  midst 
of  their  trials,  they  could  trust  in 
Christ’s  return. 

Wouldn’t  you  agree  that  we  also 
face  trials?  As  a  post-Christian  nation, 
decisions  are  being  made  that  defy 
the  Word  of  God.  We  are  expected  to 
embrace  those  decisions  without 
question  or  dispute.  If  we  dare  to 
disagree,  we  are  labeled  as  fanatical 
and  intolerant. 

Our  Judeo-Christian  beliefs  are  be¬ 
ing  pushed  aside  for  those  of  Islam 
and  other  religions.  Recently,  I  was 
shopping  at  Pier  One.  I  was  surpriMd 
to  see  statues  representing  Buddhism 
and  Hinduism.  However,  I  was  most 


disturbed  when  I  could  not  find  one 
manger  scene,  or  angel,  or  cross.  Also, 
Christianity  continues  to  be  removed 
from  the  schools.  No  Bible  stories.  No 
Thanksgiving  prayer.  Even  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  Christ's  birth  is  being  replaced 
with  winter  festivals  ana  "Happy 
Holidays.” 

Folks,  I  believe  that  these  examples 
are  just  the  beginning  of  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  Christians  to  come  in  America. 
Just  within 
the  last  two 
years,  we 
have  seen 
the  rheto¬ 
ric  against 
Christian¬ 
ity  become 
bolder  and  ^ 
more  hate-  , 
fill.  But  I 
there  is 

good  news.  In  spite  of  persecution, 
we,  too,  can  live  expectantly  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  return  of  Christ. 

Prayer  (James  5:13-18) 

James  directed  his  readers  to  be 
people  of  prayer,  especially  when  fac¬ 
ing  suffering  and  sickness.  He  wrote, 
"Is  anyone  among  you  suffering? 
Then  he  must  pray.  Is  anyone  cheer¬ 
ful?  He  is  to  sing  praises.  Is  anyone 
among  you  sick?  Then  he  must  call  for 
the  elders  of  the  church  and  they  are 
to  pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with 


•ne  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord;  and  the 
so,  prayer  offered  in  faith  will  restore  the 
ed  one  who  is  sick,  and  the  Lord  will  raise 
No  him  up,  and  if  he  has  committed  sins, 
to-  they  will  be  forgiven  him”  (w.  13-15). 
*d  Do  we  really  believe  in  the  power  of 
>py  prayer?  As  Christians,  we  have  all  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  living  within 
les  us.  We  should  not  wait  until  all  hope 
m-  is  lost  to  pray.  Instead,  we  should  call 
ca.  on  the  Lord  from  the  start. 

James  re- 

a  minded  his 
readers  of 
the  prayers 
Elijan  of- 

example  of 
the  power 
of  prayer. 
“Elijan  was 

_ !  a  man  with 

a  nature 

on,  like  ours,  and  he  prayed  earnestly  that 
ici-  it  would  not  rain,  and  it  did  not  rain 
on  the  earth  for  three  years  and  six 
months.  Then  he  prayed  again,  and 
the  sky  poured  rain  and  the  earth  pro¬ 
be  duced  its  fruit"  (w.  17-18).  Elijah  was 
ac-  a  normal  guy  who  was  used  mightily 
rte,  by  God.  Uxe  Elijah,  believers  should 
og?  take  all  matters  to  God  in  prayer, 
*r-  trusting  Him  to  provide  an  answer. 


Protecting  (James  5:19*20) 

James  called  for  his  readers  to  seek 
to  reclaim  people  who  had  strayed 


from  the  faith  or  faltered  under  the 
pressure  of  difficulties.  Straying  from 
the  truth  leads  to  sin.  Christians  in¬ 
volved  in  sin  are  in  serious  trouble 
and  need  to  repent.  Sometimes  they 
need  help.  James  affirmed  the  person 
who  took  on  the  reclaiming  ministry, 
characterizing  such  actions  in  terms 
of  saving  a  life. 

Believers  have  a  great  opportunity. 
We  can  offer  grace  to  faltering  believ- 1 
ere,  encouraging  them  to  get  Dack  on 
track  and  helping  them  rejuvenate 
their  faith  in  Jesus.  We  can  help  them 
learn  to  face  their  trials  by  reminding 
them  of  Christ’s  impending  return. 

The  book  of  James  teaches  us  about 
faith  in  action.  We  have  learned  six 
important  lessons.  Believers  can  en¬ 
dure  trials  knowing  God  Is  at  work  in 
all  things.  Believers  respond  to  Jesus’ 
work  in  their  lives  with  obedience  and 
compassion.  True  faith  produces  vis¬ 
ible  change.  Believers  demonstrate 
godly  maturity  by  controlling  their 
speech.  Believers  are  to  be  committed 
to  live  out  God’s  will.  Believers  should 
turn  to  God  when  facing  the  trials  of 
life.  So,  brothers  and  sisters,  let’s  live 
by  faith  with  perseverance,  obedi¬ 
ence,  works,  self-control,  submission, 
and  anticipation. 

McGrow  is  a  NAMB-endorsed 
chaplain  at  Louisiana  State  Pent-"* 
tentiary  and  member  of  WoodviUe 
Church ,  WoodviUe. 


A  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  •  Psalm  138:1-8 

U*t  week  we  observed  Thankasiv-  Me,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  con-  odr  prawa  contain  more  thank*  and 
mg.  when  people  contemolatetheir  trite  one.,'  (KJV).  Tie  magnificent  praises  than 

lives  and  give  thanks  for  their  Mess-  Creator  wishes  to  reside  in  each  of  our  Psalms  of  David  were  about  his  press- 

w  _  — _  mm  «  ••  1.  * *  a  _  1  1 * —  —  am  m  m  m  iiih  ll  ■  UfDPA  HIlFA 


day,  though  for  many  it  simply  marks 
the  beginning  of  the  shopping  season 
for  Christmas.  This  is  the  time  for 
measuring  our  blessings  and  giving 
thanks  to  God. 

So  little  in  life  is  up  to  us.  We 
choose  neither  when  or  where  we  are 
born.  We  do  not  get  to  select  our  par¬ 
ents  or  our  heritage.  Our  gender,  race, 
h$ir  color  (that  can  be  altered),  height, 
body  type,  innate  intelligence,  and 
health  come  from  outside  of  us.  We 
can  change  our  body  type  by  overeat¬ 
ing  or  undereating.  We  can  affect  our 
health  by  smoking  or  exercising,  but 
what  we  start  life  with  has  nothing  to 
do  with  us.  It  is  all  from  God.  Life  is  a 
gift  from  God.  Our  scientist  study  life 
But  cannot  create  life.  I  learned  in  the 
second  grade  a  Joyce  Kilmer  poem: 
“Only  God  Can  Make  a  Tree.” 

Our  live*  come  not  from  evolving 
slime  but  truui  Ftemal  Savior. 
Isaiah  57:15  reads,  “For  thus  saiui 
the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth 
eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy;  I  dwell 
in  the  nigh  and  holy  place,  with  him 
also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble 
spirit,  to  revive  the  ipitlt  of  the  hum- 


holy  places.  Thank  you,  Jesus. 

Let  us  all  express  our  gratitude  and 
trust  in  the  One  who  hears  our  prayers. 

Our  belief  in  the  power  of  praying 
to  God  and  our  trust  in  Him  is  reflect¬ 
ed  in  our  thanks.  As  God  responds  to 
our  needs,  we  certainly  thank  Him; 
but  even  before  we  see  the  answer,  we 
can  thank  Him,  for  we  know  the  lov¬ 
ing  charac-  _ 

ter  of  Jesus 
to  whom  we 

SLpi  Bible  Studies  foi 

titude  of  with  Rick  Hensoi 

thankful-  M 

ness,  know-  ■ 

ing  God  B 

will  answer 

in  the  best  _ .  ... 

way.  If  you  only  pray  when  faced  with 
major  obstacles,  you  are  not  serving 
Ccid,  expecting  Him  to  serve  you. 

Famous  gospel  songwriter,  th?  •ate 
Dottie  Rambo  wrote  a  song  many  de¬ 
cades  ago:  “I  Just  Came  to  Talk  with 
Vou,  Lord.”  Do  you  spend  time  with 
the  Lord  without  a  want-list?  May 


praise.  Psalm  138:1-2  reads,  ‘I  will 
praise  thee  with  my  whole  heart:  be¬ 
fore  the  gods  will  I  sing  praise  unto 
thee.  1  will  worship  toward  thy  holy 
temple,  and  praise  thy  name  for  thy 
lovingkindness  and  for  thy  truth:  for 
thou  nast  magnified  thy  word  above 
all  thy  name,”  (KJV). 

We  studied  the  Model  Prayer  in  de- 

_ _  tail,  so  now 

if  Is  time 
to  put  it 
into  prac¬ 
tice.  Being 
informed 
about 
prayer  and 
praying 
are  not  the 
same.  In 
the  Luke  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Model  Prayer,  the  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  asked  Him  to  teach  them 
to  pray.  They  asked  Him  as  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  prayer.  So  now  we  know  how 
to  pray,  so  let  us  pray.  David  wrote  in 
Psalm  138:8,  “The  LORD  will  perfect 
that  which  concerueth  me:  thy  mercy, 
O  LORD,  endureth  forever:  forsake  not 


lible  Studies  for  Life 

!jt 

with  Rick  Henson 

the  works  of  thine  own  hands,”  {KJV). 

1  Thessalonians  5:17  reads  simply, 
“Pray  without  ceasing,”  (KJV).  In  the 

nriffiniil  f.rppk  th#»  two  words  in  this 


verse  are  also  translated,  *con«(andy 
pray.”  The  verb  to  pray  is  an  imperative*" 
and  is  the  voice  which  means  it  is  up  to 
us  to  do  this.  Some  believe  that  God  is 
not  active  in  our  world  today.  Their  the¬ 
ology  describes  a  God  who  has  ceased  to 
wore  in  the  world  today.  Others  express 
that  belief  by  not  asking  God  to  inter¬ 
vene,  as  though  our  prayers  have  no  ef¬ 
fect.  A  scene  revealed  of  heaven  some 
time  in  our  future  shows  that  our  prayers 
have  impact.  Revelation  8:3  reads, 
“And  another  angel  came  and  stood 
at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  cen¬ 
ser;  and  there  was  given  unto  him 
much  incense,  that  ne  should  offer 
it  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints  upor^ 
the  golden  altar  which  was  before  the 
throne,"  (KJV).  So,  all  the  collective 
prayers  of  the  saints  will  be  brought 
before  the  Lord,  though  many  were 
prayed  millennia  ago.  The  first  “pray" 
in  the  Lord’s  Prayer  is  an  imperative. 
Jesus  said  to  pray.  Let  us  honor  Hint 
with  our  requests,  thanks,  praise, 
and  adoration. 

Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Grove  Church,  Brandon. 
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CBF  churches  no 
longer  welcome 
in  Ky.  convention 


PHCEVILLE.  Ky.  (BP  Mid  te-  the  issue  of  homosexuality  and 
eil  reports)  —  The  Ken-  that  they  would  not  want  to 
tucky  Baptist  Convention  support  groups  that  embrace 
(ICBC)  will  cut  ties  with  a  unacriptural  lifestyles." 
small  group  of  churches  that  Bob  fox,  executive  coordi- 
remain  dually  aligned  with  nator  of  CBF  Kentucky  (CB- 
the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel-  FKY)  in  Louisville,  issued  a 
lowship  (CBF),  which  broke  statement  in  response  to  the 
away  from  conservatives  in  KBCs  decision:  “It  is  with 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  great  sadness  that  we  learned 
27  years  ago  and  took  steps  that  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Con- 
earlier  this  year  to  allow  the  vention  has  chosen  to  end  its 
hiring  of  LGBT  (Lesbian,  relationship  with  churches 
Gay,  Bisexual,  Transgender)  who  have  been  in  dual  align- 
staff  members.  ment  with  CBF  and  CBFKY," 

Messengers  to  the  KBC  an-  Fox  said, 
nual  meeting  voted  Nov.  13  “The  Baptist  witness  in  our 
to  accept  a  recommendation  state  and  in  the  world  is  weak- 
from  the  convention’s  Creden-  er  because  of  this  decision  by 
tials  Committee,  the  Admin-  the  KBC  today  related  to  our 
istrative  Committee,  and  the  collaboration  for  the  sake  of 
Mission  Board  to  terminate  Christ.’  he  noted.  “Whenever 
affiliation  with  congregations  the  relationship  between  parts 
that  choose  to  remain  a  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  are  bro- 
of  CBF,  which  was  founded  in  ken  it  is  a  tragedy.* 

1991  as  a  fellowship  of  church-  Last  year,  KBC  messen- 
es  that  objected  to  the  ideology  gers  had  essentially  put  du- 
and  methods  of  the  Southern  ally  aligned  churches  on  no- 
Baptist  Convention’s  Conaer-  tice  when  they  directed  the 
vative  Resurgence.  Committee  on  Credentials  to 

The  CBF  has  been  described  monitor  the  situation  and  re- 
as  antagonistic  at  times  to  the  turn  with  a  recommendation 
Conservative  Resurgence.  at  this  year’s  annual  meeting 

Dually  aligned  churches  will  in  Pikeville. 
be  given  up  to  a  year  to  comply  Members  of  the  KBC  Com- 

before  they’re  removed  from  mittee  on  Credentials  have 
the  KBCs  fist  of  affiliated  con-  reached  out  to  dually  aligned 
gregations.  congregations  to  ask  if  they 

Ine  matter  was  debated  for  were  aware  of  the  Coopera- 
about  20  minutes  before  the  tive  Baptist  Fellowship’s  new 
motion  passed  overwhelm-  hiring  policy  and  to  ask  if 
ingly.  they  intended  to  remain  af- 

KBC  executive  director  Paul  filiated  with  the  group.  Some 
Chitwood,  who  was  elected  churches  have  broken  ranks 
Nov.  1*5  to  serve  as  the  new  with  CBF  Kentucky  while  oth- 
president  of  Southern  Bap-  ere  have  not. 
fists’  International  Mission  The  Western  Recorder, 
Board  in  Richmond,  Va^  said  newsjournal  of  file  KBC,  re- 
the  move  by  the  Kentucky  ported  the  state  convention’s 
messengers  should  be  seen  as  move  affects  about  25  KBC- 
“a  call  to  those  congregations  affiliated  churches  that  have 
to  safeguard  biblical  teaching  given  financial  support  to  KBC 
and  maintain  their  historic  in  the  past  two  years  and  are 
c  relationships,  understanding  currently  supporting  the  CBF 
that  the  Bible  speaks  clearly  on  financially. 


Chapmans.  Gettys.  Platt 


Evangelicals  for  Life  widens 
scope  for  201 9's  conference 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  South-  The  Chapmans,  adoptive  pastor  of  The  Summit  Church 
era  Baptist-sponsored  Evan-  parents  of  three  daughters  in  Raleigh-Durfaara,  N.C 
gelicals  for  Life  (EFL)  2019  has  from  China  and  longtime  adop-  ■  Dhati  Lewis,  vice  presi- 
expanded  its  schedule  and  add-  tion  advocates,  will  speak  Jan.  dent  of  the  North  American 
edtwo  leading  couples  from  the  17  as  well.  In  2003,  the  parents  Mission  Board’s  Send  Network, 
modern  Christian  music  world  of  six  co-founded  Show  Hope,  the  entity' s  church  planting 
and  a  well-known  preacher/au-  which  has  helped  in  the  adop-  ministry  arm,  and  lead  pastor 
thor  to  the  program.  tion  of  more  than  6,000  chu-  of  Blueprint  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Steven  Curtis  and  Mary  Beth  dren  from  about  60  countries  ■  Kristen  Waggoner,  senior 
Chapman,  Keith  and  Kristyn  through  its  grants.  vice  president  of  the  United 

Getty,  and  David  Platt  will  ap-  ERJLC  president  Russell  States  legal  division  of  Alliance 
pear  at  the  fourth  annual  EFL  Moore  saidf  he  “could  not  he  Defending  Freedom  in  Scotts- 
conference,  the  Southern  Bap-  more  thrilled  to  partner  with  dale,  Az. 
tist  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  these  of  heroes  of  mine  through-  ■  Karen  Ellis,  president  and 
Commission  (ERLC)  in  Nash-  out  Evangelicals  for  Life.’  co-founder  of  the  Makazi  Insti- 

ville  announced  Nov.  8  in  an  “There  are  few  people  in  the  tute  and  a  specialist  in  inter¬ 
e-mail  to  registrants.  world  more  committed  to  the  national  religious  freedom  and 

Hie  Commission,  host  of  lives  of  vulnerable  children,  human  rights. 

EFL,  also  disclosed  the  confer-  born  and  unborn,*  he  told  Bap-  ■  Noe  Garcia,  senioy>astor 
ence  will  begin  a  day  earlier,  Jan.  tist  Press  in  a  written  statement  of  North  Phoenix  (A 

16,  than  previously  scheduled.  “I’m  pleased  to  be  able  to  add  Speakers  and 

The  Oiapmans  will  open  the  this  evening  benefit  concert  too  will  address  prot< 

conference  with  a  benefit  con-  and  look  forward  to  a  spiritually  horn  children  and _ ^ 

cert  the  evening  of  Jan.  16  at  -memorable  event  from  every-  their  mothers.  They  also  will 
McLean  Bible  Church  in  Vien-  one  there.  discuss  other  human  dignity1 

na,  Va.,  a  suburb  of  Washing-  “Throughout  the  entire  issues  such  as  foster  care, 
ton,  D.C.  The  church  is  the  site  event,  my  prayer  is  that  God  service  to  the  disabled,  and 
of  the  conference.  would  use  it  to  see  countless  ministry  to  refugees. 

Steven  Curtis  Chapman  has  children  brought  safely  into  the  The  ERLC  and  Focus  on  the 
won  58  Dove  Awards,  the  most  world  and  loved  by  families  and  Family  in  Colorado  Springs, 
of  any  artist  in  Christian  music,  churches  as  they  are  already  Co.,  launched  EFL  in  2016 
The  concert  will  seek  to  raise  loved  by  God.’  as  an  effort  to  help  increase 

funds  for  the  Psalm  139  Proi-  The  expanded  conference  awareness  among  evangelical 
ect,  ERLC’s  ministry  to  help  schedule  will  now  include  a^puistians  of  the  March  for  Life 
place  ultrasound  machines  in  mominssession  Jan.  17.  Origi-  and  motivate  them  to  partici- 
pregnancy  resource  centers  nally,  EFL  was  slated  to  begin  pate  in  it. 
across  the  country.  with  an  afternoon  session  that  Evangelicals  have  been 

Platt,  who  left  the  presi-  day.  The  conference  will  have  heavily  involved  in  the  pro- 
dency  of  Southern  Baptist’s  morning,  afternoon,  and  eve-  life  movement  for  decades  but 
International  Mission  Board  ning  sessions  Jan.  17  and  will  have  not  made  ptrticipatien 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  to  serve  as  conclude  with  a  morning  ses-  in  the  march  a  priority.  Fo- 
McLean’s  pastor-teacher,  will  sion  Jan.  18.  cus  partnered  with  the  ERLC 

address  the  conference  during  EFL  participants  will  be  able  to  host  the  event  in  its  first 
the  Jan.  16  session.  to  attend  the  annual  March  for  three  years. 

The  Gettys,  leaders  in  the  Life  and  rally,  which  will  begin  Roman  Catholics  have 

modern  hymn  movement,  will  at  noon  Jan.  18  on  the  National  dominated  attendance  at  the 
speak  Jan.  17  on  their  song  Mall  in  Washington.  The  con-  March  for  Life  since  it  began 
titled.  Psalm  139,  and  the  ret-  ference  and  march  will  coincide  in  1974*  a  year  after  the  Jan. 
erendum  approved  earlier  this  with  the  46th  anniversary  of  22  Roe  decision.  The  march 
year  to  overturn  Ireland’s  con-  Roe  v  Wade,  the  Supreme  Court  brings  together  tens  of  thou- 
stitutional  ban  on  abortion.  decision  that  legalized  abortion  sands  of  pro-lifers  to  rally  on 
The  Gettys,  natives  of  North-  throughout  the  country.  the  National  Mall  before  walk- 

era  Ireland,  have  written  or  co-  Previously  announced  speak-  ing  to  Capitol  Hill, 

written  some  of  Christianity’s  ers  in  addition  to  Moore  include:  Information  on  and  regifc- 

most  popular  modern  hymns,  NJ.D.G reear.  Southern  Bap-  tration  for  EFL  are  available  at 
including  In  Christ  Alone.  tist  Convention  president  and  www  .evangelicals.life. 


panelists 


CBF  CHURCHES  OUT  -  Matt  Shamblin.  pastor  of  Rose  Hill 
Church  in  Ashland.  Ky..  speaks  to  messengers  at  the  Kentucky 
Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  support  of  cutting  ties 
with  churches  that  remain  dually  aligned  with  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  KBC) 


